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Advertiſement. 


*\ Hit Sermon was Preached and. Printed” mn the- 
Tear 1660. when the Reverend Author found. 
there was a Neceſſity to Reprove ſome Furious Sticklers 
for Ceremonial Niceties. That it is-now Reprinted, is 
not thought Unſeaſonable or Improper ; not Unſeaſonable, 
fence the ſame Spirit that then poſſeſſed fome: Men, is 
now Reviving among$t us.. Not Improper, ſince there 
#4 nothing new-in the Controverſie ; and therefore ſome 
of the 7 Dn Anſwers may be ſufficient for ſome of the. 
ſame Charges. and Objettions, | Oy 


To the Ingenuous Reader. 


H A T thu Sermon « brouzht to lirht, it is 
not from my own choice and inclination, but 
by conſtraint, not only in-reſpel# of the 
importunities of many that preſſed me t9 it, 

but in regard of the a {0g Ws cep- 
ſures, and ſcandalous aſperſions of others, that forced me 
ro it; It hath fared with me as it did. with David, They, 
laid to my charge things that I knew not, P/al..35. 11. 
and faſtned ſuch reports upon my Sermon, as never entred 
into my thoughts, being it ſeems, well inſtrufted in. thit 
Diabolical Leſſos, calumaiare fortiter, adhzrebit aliquid : 
For my part, 1 thank the. Lord, who. hath taught me that it- 
5c 4 ſmall matter to bz judged of man or of man's judgment : 
I could not expeit better meaſure than my Saviour had, of 
whom we read, John 7. 12. Some faid he is a good man; 
others ſaid nay, . but he deceiveth the people : It © ſuffi-- 
cient to me-that I have the Conſcience of mine own Inteority, 
and the uprightneſs of my aims, that whatever was ſaid, was + 
uot ſpoken out of a Spirit of Contention, or Bitterneſs, or- 
Oppoſition, nor with any other deſign that -T know of ( Gol 
is my witneſs) but from a (onſctence of my Duty, and an 
abhorrency of that. unthriſtian ani Antichriſtian Spirit , 
which breathes after the ruine of all thoſe who cannot ſtretch 
to. the length of their b:d, and conſent to them in every 
Bunitilio : To which I was th: more encourized; becauſe Hit 


A323. Mijeſty » 


To the Reader. 


Majeſty hath frequently expreſſed his diſlike of that furious 
Srirt, an4 his reſolution that the Afﬀairs of the Church 
ſhould be managed in a moderate way. 
I intended not to medale with Common- Prayer ( of which 
T ſpake n:t one word, ho rever I am traduced ) nor (eremonies 
conſiiered in themſelves, but only as [ome endeavour that 
they may be preſſed with an Egyptian rigour, and violently 
impoſed upon the Conſciences of their Brethren : I ſuppoſed 
that th:re were divers of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion, of moxe 
ſedate and peaceable diſpoſitions, who were wnconcerned in my 
Diſcourſe, and I muſt needs do them that right, that ſome of 
that Opinion ( and thoſe of conſiderable eſteem in the war {d for 
Learning and Goedneſs) were pleaſed to paſs a favourable 
conſtratF:on upon my Sermon, ana to acknowledge that I had 
reaſon for what 1 5 I ſpak? no more for ſubſtance than 
what ſome of the Biſh:-ps of England, however over-born by « 
more Pitent Party, have ſaid in their Speeches and Writings, 
that have declared their diſlike of thoſe tyrannical proceedings, 
whereby Learned and Honeſt Men were forced to forgo the ex- 
erciſe of their Miniſtry for ſome Ceremonies : As much was ſaid 
by the B. of St. Davids,in 4 ( onvocation, An. 1604. 45 it us ci- 
ted in a Treatiſe, called, Beams of former Light, printed this 
Ter, p. 205. w'ich « worthy of the peru/al of all thoſe that 
world not have the Miniſters and People of England to bite 
and devour one another, and thereby make ſport for the Com- 
mon Atverſary. I thought it was an hard caſe if a man ſhould 
be accounted violent for dehorting men from violence, and 
immoterate for preſſing them to moderation : I concladed 
that I could not ao Hu Majeſty better Service than by endea- 
wvouring to diſſwade men from thoſe. prati:ſes which might oc- 
caſion the dividing, diſtrattirg, and unſettling of his Realms, 
ani to perſwade unto ſuch a temper in which the generality 4 
the People of the Land ſeem prepared to ac;uieſce, if they be 
not 


To the Reader. 


not turned out of the way by the Pride, C ruelty, and Tyranny 
of [ome exorbitant Perſons. As for what ſome pave {aſtned 
up'n me, vhat I hid ſcditious paſſages, and R-fl-xi"ns up: n 
His Maj-ſty, #: s w-ll that beſiars the witneſs of my own Cn 
ſcience, I hawe fo many hunired C ompurgators : I ar fire abvays 
to abhor that ſinfu! pratt'ſe of ſpeaiang evil of D:ynities : I 
have learned to fear Gol and honour the King! an in'truftcd 
in that Leſſon, that I muſt not curſe th. Kjng, no, not 51 my 
Bed-chamber, much l:ſs d:fame him in a Fub ich Alemb!y, 
And other Sedition I am reſolved by th: Grace of God not to 
be guilty of than this, to offer up. my mo#t h arty and fervent 
Prayers publick and private for His Majeſty's long an1 bappy 
Reign here and in Herv:n, and that (rod would guide hin to 
thoſe (ounſels nhich couduce moſt to his own and the '\ ation's 
Peace, 
Among # othey Cal :rmnies nhich have been caſt upon me, 
one is this, that I wiſp'd their fingers might rot that played 
won the Organs ; where I muſt not only c:ndemn the fal(bood 
and impudence of thoſe that ra'ſ-d 1nd propucated [) ab mina- 
ble « Lye, but alſo I mt blame the imprudence and uncharita- 
bleneſs of ſuch as were ready to recetve and believe ſoimproba- 
ble a report. The Reader will ſee that I only declared my diſlike 
of Organs in our Churches, and therein I think I have better 
Authority than thoſe thit are of awther min1, foraſmuth 2x 
in the H:mily of the Place and Time of Pray:r ( a Book et a- 
bliſhea and enjoyned by the Lavs of the Land) p. 131. they 
bring in ſome ſup:rſlitions Perſons complaining that they 
cou!d wt hear the like Piping, Singing, Chaunting, and 
Playing upon the Organs, that they could before: To 
this is immediately anſwered thus ; Bur ( Dearly Beloved ) 
we ought greatly to rejoyce, and to give thanks to God, 
that our Churches are delivered out ot thoſe things which 
diſpleaſed God {o ſore, and filthily"defiled his holy ours 


To the Reader. 


cc. "Which, how our great Zealots for theſe things, who 
*pretend to be the only genuine Sons of the (hurch of England, 
can reconcile with their Principle and'Prattiſe, tet themſelves 
conſider, and l:t the Indifferent judge. 

[ ſhall add no more but this, that to the beſt -of my know- 
ledge and remembrance, this Sermon is printed as it was 
preached, without either omiſſion or alteration of any one mas» 
Yerial word ; and fo I commend thee to the Guidance of the 
great Counſellor of his Church; Begging that the God of 
Truth would lead us all into every Truth, but eſpecially that 
which concerns his Worſhip, wherein he « [0 jealous ;, which is 
the Prayer of 


Thy Servant 'in the Goſped, 


M. P. 


John IV. 23, 24. 


But the hour cometh, and now ts, when the truz 
worſbippers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit and 
truth, for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. 


God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him muſt wor- 
ſhip him in ſpirit and truth. 


N this Chapter you have _an Holy Conference be- 
tween Chriſt and a Samaritan Woman, who at 
firſt entertains his Diſcourſe with ſcoffs, but af- 
terwards began to be more ſerioully affefted; and 
upon the occafion of his ſtrange diſcovery of her 

| ſeret Wickednels, ihe ſaith, ver. 19. Sir,] percervethou art 
4 Prophet : And hereupon makes her Addreſs to him, 

and ſeeks Reſolution from him in one of the great and 
weighty Caſes of thoſe Times, 


It is a Chriſtian's Duty eſpecially to labour for ſatisfattion 
and eſtabliſhment aainf the errors, and inthe queſtions of 
the times they live in. 


Ver. 2d. Our fathers worſhipped in this mountain, and you 
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ſay that in Jeruſalem is the place where men ought to worſhip. 
She falls not into curious and unprofitable queſtions, in 
which ſhe might have looked for fatisfathon trom a Pro- 
phet,aboutthe length of her days, number of her children, 
condition of life ; but about things of another nature. 

Obſ: That Soul which is under the influence of God's Grace, 
z, moſt inquiſitive about Religious concernanents. And it is. 
-one of the firſt ſteps and wHorksof Grace todireQ a man's 
thoughts and enquiries to theſe things. This is thatwhich 
(at firit converſion eſpecially) moſt fills head and. heart, 
As 16. 30. Sirs, what muſt I do to be faved®* And'it ivw 
gn of. (deſperate ſtate, to be.carcleſs.and contentedly 
ignorant in the cpnceraments bf. the foul, — _ 

To proceed : Oar Fathers (ſaith ſhe) are of this 'opi- 
nion, and you of another : What ſayeſt thou? _ 

Differences in Religion ſhould not make a man reject all. Re- 
ligion, but ſearch after the true Religion. $0 it doth here ; 
ſo it doth in all other things. In Philoſophy ſomeſay the 
Earth moves, others it ſtands ſtill : It were now a tra 
kind'of folly and pettiſhneſs, ifa man ſhould ſay he would 
believe neither ; No, but this makes him ſearch for the 
trach with greater diligence... The differences amoggt 
Phyſicians do-not -make auy diſcreet man reje(t all 
Rules and Principles of his Art, aor would it have ſuch. 
an eft-Ct in Religion had not men an hatred vf it. 

- Again.;; It. is about the Worſhip, of God that ſhe en- 
uires. 

. Obſ. A Gracious perſon is wery ſolicitous and, exatt about 
the Worſhip of Godi \ | 

An Hypocritenenther-cares much to know, nor regards 
to do.as he ought ; ſo the work be.done, he:cares.fafno 
gore, c 


A.Gracious Perſan; K« Iscareful to.know.what meckhip 


(3.) 
willpkeaſeGod." 2. Conftientiousto offer up ſuch workhip. 

Again, Our Fathers.) The opinions aud pratbiſes of our 
Fathers in the Worſhip of God, is no Rule to their Chilaren, 
This hath been a' common ftumbling ſtone, though none 
more abſurd and unreaſonable. Men love to tread 1a their 
Fathers fteps. The Indies hearing his Anceſtors were in 
Hefl, faid then he would go thigher. This was the #xsn» 
445 of the Jews, which led them into many miſcarriages, 
Jer. 44: 17. We will bake cakes tothe Queen of Heavew — 
as ne have done, we and our Fathers, The Phariſees were 
great Zealots for their =wrgomes/r, 4 Vain conver/ation're- 
ceived — by tradition from your Fathers, 1 Pet. 1. 18, And 
he that ſhall follow this 123« faruw, muſt 'go to Popery, 
Samaritaniſm; Heatheniſas, Hell it ſelf. The Prophet 
Jeremy, when he ſpeaks of the converſion of the Gew- 
tiles, he tells you they ſhall relinquiſh the opinions of 
their Amceſtors, Jer. 16. 19. — The Gentiles ſhall come nn- 
10'thee-— and ſhall ſay, Our Fathers inherited tyes. God 
himſelf gives a caution in this point, Ezek. 20. 18. But 1 
ſaid unto their children walk je not inthe flatutes of 
your fathers. You are not to pin your faith upon your fa- 
ther's leeve. 1/44 ſends them #9 zhe Law and Teſtimony, 
not to Fathers, Jſa.$, 20. Your fathers weremen, Hums- 
num eft errare, Foriake not Fountains for Ciſterns. Not 
that you are'to flight your Fathers; no, but to reverence 
them; yet to avoid extreams, ngither to-defie them, nor 
deifie them ; neither to make -them Cyphers, nor yet 
principal figures, to be followers of them as they are 
followers of Chriſt. | 

The Queſtion was about the Place of Worſbip, whether 
in this Mount, and that was the Mount of Ger/z'm, where 
the Sewaritans Temple had food for a long time, the 
Mount where her Anceſtorsuled to worſhip'God, and the 
B 2 Mount 
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Mount where Jacob had worſhipped God, or in Jeruſalem 7: 
This was.her Queſtion-: To which. he anſwers, wer. 21, 
22,23, 24- 

His. Anſwer refers, 1. 'To the place of worſhip. 

2. The worſhip it ſelf. 

i. Asto the place : The howr cometh when neither in. this 
Mountain, nor yet in Jeruſalem ſhall men worſbip the Father. 
All places ſhall be alike as to holineſs, (though not as to. 
conveniency for meeting together.) It is an Aphoriſm of 
ſome men, that time and place are circumſtances of. the, 
ſame conſideration in the worſhip of God : But that ap-. 
pears plainly to be a miſtake. Thoſe. are not equat. and' 
alike Circumſtances in which God makes a. difference: 
For time, the holineſs of times, that continues, oneday in 
ſeven, ſanQiified by Chriſt, obſerved by the Apoſtles, fol- 
lowed by all Ages. For. place, you ſec here an abrogation ; 
and there is. no ſubſtitution of any place or. placey, in the 
room of it, no Precept nor Example to that purpoſe in. 
the New Teſtament. | 

2. As to the worſhip it {elf :; He iofers, 

t. More Generally. ' 2. MoreParticularly, 

1, Generally, Te worſhip ye know not what, You follow an 
uncertain Rule, and notthe Worg of God; fothat hereby, 
are condemned thoſe things which ſome men ,make the 
Rule of Worſhip, Cuſtomof Anceſtors, Light of Reaſon. 
We know what we worſhip, for Salvation is of the gout. 
The way and difirine.of. Salvation is revealed to them by the 
Amthor of Salygtion : You grope in the dark. 

2. Particularly, and ſo he expreſſeth what is .the kind. 
and:quality, of God's worship, q, 4. The time is coming, . 
when God's worship shall be neither your falſe and idola-. 
trous.worship, nor-the Jews ceremonial and carnal wor-. 
«hip, but thereshall be a more ſpiritual way of worship. 
And. 


(5) 
Andgs v. 22. he gave the Jeng Worſhip the preceden- 
cy before the Semariten ; lo here he prefers another kind 
of Worſhip before both: And as before he diſclaimed 
both places of Worſhip, fo here both thole kinds of Wor- 

Ship arerejeted. In theſe words you may obſerye 2 parts. 

I. A Dodtrine concerning God's Worship aſſerted, 

v.23? Andamplited,.. | 

1. By the SubjeQt of this worſhip, zrue worſhippers, 
2. The Object of it, the Father. , 
3- The manner of it, in (pirit andtruth. 

+ 0 time of it, i" hour cometh, and nww is. And 
thi rine- is repeated, v. 24. They that worſhip him, 
muſt worſbip him in Foari and week, th ah 

IT. The Reaſons to enforce it, which are two. 

1..4 Voluntate Dei, From God's Will. The Fathir 
ſetketh [ſuch to norſbip him. 

2. A Natura Dei, From the. Nature of God. God is 

«Spire. | 

The hour cometh, and now is; It is at the doors, and 
that is the hour of Chriſt's Paſſion, of which you read, 
that his howr was not yet come : . For that was the time when 
the Vail of the Temple was rent, and when the ſhadows 
were to vaniſh, and thoſe carnal Sacrifices ro expire, the 
ſubſtance being come, and the true Sacrifice offered. 

When Chrift ſpake, he was bound to the carnal wor- 
ſhip of the Fews, &c. but that was to be-terminated in 
his death, when he aboliſhed the. Law of Commandments, 

Eph. 2. 

"Buc will not ſpead more time in the opening of the 
words, I ſhall do that in the DoArine : Only. one thing 
needs opening; What. is meant. by in. Spirit, aud in 
Truth. | 

Firſt, I» Spirit is taken three ways in Scripture. 


1. For: 


(6) 
+13. For an-extraordinary motion. of the Spirit, as 
- the Prophets had, Ro Yo. 1 was in the es 
Lord's-day, 3. e. in an extatical motion and rapture of 
ſoul, whether in the body, or ont of the body, I cannot tell. 
But this is not meant here. 

2. In ſpirit is oppaſed wnto a bodily or carnal wogſhip 
of God : But that is twofold. | 

The 1. reſpeQts the ſubjet of worſhip, and that is op- 
poſed unto thoſe who worſhipGod only withtheir bodies, 
; whoſe hearts and fouls do! not concur with them, who 
draw nigh to. 'God with their lips, when their-hearts are 
far from him : 'Thus Rom. 1. 9. God is my witneſs whom 
I ſerve in my Spirit, Neither is this intente@ ia theſe 
words; for 1n this ſeaſe the Jews were to worſhip God 
in ſpirit before. 

2. This therefore may reſpect the manner or means of 
worſhip, and thus #» ſpirit is not oppoſed to- out bodies, 
but to the body of worſhip, or to a bodily and carnal way 
.of worſhip, called bodily exerciſe, 1 Tim. 4. 8. Bodily ex- 
erc:ſe profiteth little: And this is that which is here intend- 
ed, q 4. The time was when'the worſhip of God did 
confiſt, in a great meaſure, in external Rites and Cere- 
monies. Ir ſtood i» meats and drinks and divers waſhings, 
and carnal ordinances impoſed on them, until the- time of 
Reformation, Heb. 9g. 10. But now that time of Refor- 
mation cometh, and now is, when you ſhall have a 
more ſpiritual way of worſhip. 

Secondly, In Truth may be oppoſed to two things. 

1. Truth is oppoſed to Lying or Diſſembling, Ph#l. 1. 
18. Whether in pretence or in trath, Chrift is preached. 
Toſh. 24. 19, Serv? him in ſincerity and truth. 

2. It is oppoſed. to Types ; thus Fob 1. v7. The Law 
was given by Moſes, but Grace: and Traihrepiwe by Teſws 
Chriſt, 


(7) 
Chrif, The Law, the Ceremonial Law, the Type of 
the Grace of Gad-ia Chriſt was givea by Moſes, but 
Grace and-, Truth, or the Grace of God in Truth, 
in. ſubſtaace,, not in ſhadow, it was not only typi- 
hed and ſHadowed as that which-ſhould be given hereaf- 
ter- (ſome foretafts whereof they. only had by drops) but 
really and plentifully exhibited :: And thus not ta-diftratt 
your heads. with the various Interpretations of others, 
you ſee the plain meaning x ſpiris, in oppoſition to cot- 
poreal and carnal Sacrifices : and i» tzuth,-in oppoſition 
ro/Ceremonial Types and Legal Shadows. 

So that now way being made, I ſhall come to that one 
Dactrine which I intend to diſcourſe of (omitting others 
which might be pertinently and profitably raiſed) and 
thay this : Jobs mat lo fiuntond 

. Evangelical worſbip mu Iritual worſbip. © 

In the ales of ths Point, { ſhall ir thus 
' Order, 1. Open. =: Prove. . 3. Apply the Point. 

H For the Opening of it : 1. Negatively. 2. Poſi- + 
tively. 

I. tively :.: You muſt not underſtand either the 
Text pay or ſo as if all external-: Worſhip were ex- 
. cluded,. as ſome dangerouſly miſtake. 

There are two things allowed and required inthe Goſ- 
pel ; ſomething external. . | 

r.. [a Worſhip. 

2. In the Worſhipper. . 

1. In the Worſhip there is ſomething external; even 
in that which Chriſt inſtituted, not only Prayer, but bo- F 
dily Faſting is'an Ordinance : .In the Sacrament, there 
15a viſible part aswell asa ſpiritual: -In the hearing of the 
Word there muſt be an external attention of .the ear, as 
welt as the inwardobedience of the heart : On Sabbaths, 


a 


a reſt from worldly works, as well as from' fin. 

2. Inthe V Vorſhipper*there muſt he a-concurrence of 
the outward Man, even inthe ſpiritual VYorſhip of God; 
though the ſpirit and heart bethe chief: Ando it was of 
old, My Son, give methy heart ; yet the body alſo is not 
exempted from the worſhip of God, GlorsfieGod with your 
Souls and with your Bodies, for both are God's, 1 Cor. 6. 
20. Our Bodies arethe [Temples of the Holy Ghoſt here, 
the Veſſels of Glory hereafter, and therefore it 4s but 
meet they ſhould be:Inſtruments of God's V Vorſhip here, 
And therefore not only in the Old; but in the New Te- 
ſtameat too, a regard hath been had unto the geſture of 
the body. Chriſt kneeled down and prayed, .Luke 22. 4 1. 
Peter kneeled, As 9. 40. Paul kneeled down and prayed, 
Aﬀs 20. 36. This for the Negative. | 1/4 

2. Politively.: In what reſpets muſt.Evangelical Wor- 
ſhip be ſpiricual Worſhip. 7 

I Anſwer four ways. -  * 

1, Swjetive, It mult beoftered up by a ſpiritual per- 
ſon: The firit thing God looks at, 1s the perſon of the 
Worſhipper, &c. Gecd had reſpett unto Abe! (ficft)-and to 
his offering, Gen. 4. "£ x3jwr Wes 3higa A carnal perſon's 
Worſhip 1s never accepted, They that are in the fleſh canmot: 
pleaſe God, Rom. 8. g. where being in the fleſh ts oppoſed 
unto being in*the Spirir, or being a ſpiritually minded 
perſon : Therefore St. Pezcy tells the Jews, 1 Pet. 2. 5.: Te 
alſo as lively Homes are built up a ſpiritual houſe, - an holy 
Prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices. Pal blames the 
Corinthians for this 1n hearing, 1 Cor. 3. 1. Ecould wat ſperk 
K!0 you 45 unto ſpiritual, brit as wnto carnal. Aman muſt 
be tranilatzd from darkneſs to light, - he muſt be a ſpir- 
tual perſon, parraker of the Holy Gholt,. filed with the 
{cuitsof the Spirit, under the-conduCt and — 

God's 
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God's Spirit, if he hope to offer up Evangelical Service in 
an-acceptable manner. | 

2. Inſftrementaliter ; this Worſhip muſt be done priaci- 

ily with our Spirit, got'with our body only, nor chiet- 

,&c. This God expeAs in all things : In Preaching, 
As 18. 25. Apollos being fervent in Spirit , [pake and 
taught. In Praying, 1 Cor. 14. 14. My Spiri' prajeth. 
_ 6. 18. — Praying in the Spirit, unleſs that be meant 
of the Spirit of God. Heb..10. 22. Let us draw near with 
4 true Heart, How lamentably. are thoſe miltaken that 
think they worſhip God when they come to a publick af- 
ſembly, and there fit and ſleep, or talk, or think of 0- 
ther x {Fo : Surely theſe men think they are worſhip- 

ing one of Davids Idols, that hath eyes, but ſees nor, 
and not that God who is a Spirit. Mark how ſharply our 
Saviour takes upſuch perſons, Mar. 1 5. 8. Te Hypocrites, 
well did Eſaies propheſic of you, ſayims, This People dr aweth 
nigh wnto me with their Mouth, but their Heart is far from 
we, Ezek. 33. 31. They fit before thee, — but their Heart 
goeth after their Covetouſneſs. 

3. Finaltter; a man's defigns and aims in the Wor- 
ſhip of God muſt be ſpiritual, the getting and impro- 
ving of ſpiritual Bleflingsand Graces, and Privileges, *c. 
A man's end muſt not be, 

I, Sinful and Deviliſh, that he may have the greater 
advantage £0 do miſchief, Mat. 23. 14. You d:vour Wi- 
dows Houſes, and for a Pretence mak long Pray-rs. 

IT. Nor Worldly and Carnal, toprocure ſome worldly 
Good: As they in Hoſea 7. 14. T hat cried unto God, and 
howled wpon therr Beds for their Corn and Wine, Or like the 
Phariſees, that /oved to prey, flanding in th: Synagogues 
and in the Cormers of the Streets, that they may b: ſeen of 


Men, Mat, 6. 5. 
| C III. Nor 
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TI. Nor vain and none at all ; Some haveino certain : 
end at all: They heat, come to. Prayer, &c, Ask 
them why? They can tell you no reafon, but they are 
like menin a Crowd, carried away. by the torrent of the 
multitude, ſo are theſe carried to Ordinances, by the cu-. - 
ſtom of the place, and- the. examples of their neigh- 
bours, fitly compared unto. the waves of” the: Sea , 
Fames 1, which have no ccrtain order, nor determinate 
end, but reel now hither, now thither, till. they daſh 
themſelves upon a Rock. | 

IV. But it muſt be a ſpiritual end; God being a Spirit, . 
looks to the end and deſign of our [pirits, and that mu 
be ſpiritual, ſuch as the pleaſing of God, and the filling 
of your ſelves with Grace, and fitting for Glory. | 

4. It muſt be ſpiritual forwa/iter, formally ; it -muſt- 
not be a carnal, ceremonial way of worſhip, 'dot by 
Types and Shadows, as of old, but -now'it-muſt - be: a 
more ſpiritual way. And thisis that which is-principal- 
ly intended by. Chriſt... The time is coming when nei» 
ther the falſe Worſhip of the Sampritans,. nor the ceremos - 
nial Worſhip of the Fems, ſhall be uſed, but-a worſhi 
of another kind, nature, and complexion. Thus mp 
for the Explication. | 

2. For the Proof of it ; I (hall. only offer two Argy- 
mets (I would rather ftabliſh and ſettle you with the - 
weight, than .confound and overwhelm you with the- 
number of Arguments.) 

1. Ab Authore Cultns. 
2. A Fine Cultns. M1 | 

Firſt, From the Author of m_ and this is the-. 
Argument of the Text, which is diſtributed into two - 
Parcels. py TB 

1. A Naturd Det: 2.. A Voluntate Dei. 

L 4: 
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T1. 4 Natara Dis, from the Nature of God : Gox 5s 4 
"Spirit. If any delire ro underſtand the Conſequence, 
that will appear thus, 

T. Becaule Conformity with God (io far as we can, 
as our Nature and State will bear) is our Duty. Like- 
neſs to God, Scripture every where prefſeth us to. Be 
you perfet# as God is perfect, Mat. 6. Tow ſhall be holy, 
for 1 am holy, Levit. 19.2. Now the more ſpiritual any 
Worſhip is, the liker God. 

2. Becaule the pleaſing of God is our buſineſs, it is 
the * 42», or great work of a ſincere Chriſtian, Heb. 11. 
5. He had this Teſtimony, that he pleaſed God. Now that 
which pleaſeth God, muſt be that which is ſuitable to 
him, God is not pleaſes with carnal Services, but ſpiri- 
tual YVorſhip. Nay, even in the time of the Law, ſee 
how flightiogly 'God ſpeaks of ceremonial Worſhip 
(which -the Few; did fo highly magnifie) P/al. 69. 30, 
31. I willpraiſe-th: Name of God with a Song, —— T his al- 
/o ſhall pleaſe the Lord better than an Ox or Bullock. Plal. 40. 
6. Sacrifice and Offering thow 4i4/t not d'fire, mine ear haſt 
thou opened, to hear inftruttion, to obey, &c. or bored 
to be thy faithful: Servant. "God ſpeaks like one that 
thought the time long (as I may ſay} for the duration 
of. ceremonial Worſhip, aid breath'd after the time ap- 
pointed for the abolition of that, and the introduQtion 
of amore ſpiritual way. 

3. Becauſe ſpirituaF'Worſhip is the moſt perfe& Wor. 
ſhip: We owerto God the moſt perfeft Worſhip, Mal. r. 
14. Curſed be that deceiver, that having in his flock a Male, 
ſacrificeth unto the Lord # corrupt thing." And if God be a 
Spirit, rhe more {piritual'any'thing-is, the more perfe&t 
andexcellent is it, and ſo dueto God. 

Thus you fee the force'of our Saviour's Argument, Goa 
is @ Spirit, &C. GS 1 You 
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You will ſay, But was not God a Spirit under the Old” 
Teſtament, as wellas now ? And therefore by this A 
ment it ſhould have been as much ſpiritual..then, and 
may be ascarnal and ceremonial now, For Anſwer; 

1. I might ſay as the Apoſtle, Row. 9g. Nay but O many 
who art tho that replieſt againſt God ?: agaioft Chriſt ? If 
Chriſt urge this Argument for a-more ſpiritual.worſhip 
uader the Goſpel thamthat was under the Law, ſurely 
we owe this reſp:Q to Chriſt, as to believe himupan .his 
word, andthough weſaw-no reaſon for it, yet to believe, | 
that he: being the wiſdom.of the Father, ſaw further 
than we do. | 

2. Alchougl»the nature of Gad did thes require ſpiri- 
tual worſhip (and that he had under the Law, #0 ob:y es 
better thin Sa:rifice, 1 Sam. 15.) yet he was plealed .to 
make an allowance and indulgence. of a ceremonial wor- 
ſhip, in condeſcention to the weakneſs of the Jews, and 
the Infant-ſtate of the Church, whg elle would have been 
very prone to a.compliance with Idolaters, if God had not.- 
diverted and contented them with ſome pompous Cere- 
monies, ſutable tothe ſtate and diſpoſition of children : As 
alſo he ſaw.it then expedient to appoint ſuch Rites and 
Ceremonies as might be Schoolmaſters to lead them ta . 
Chriſt, and might ſhew him that was to come, and tore- 
ſerve the honoux of. a mare perfeQt and ſpiritual way of 
worſhip to the coming of his Son,the Sun of righteouſneſs, 
by whom thoſe ſhadows were to be {cattered : But now 
when theſe reaſons were ceafed, Chriſt reduceth-them to 
the original rule of worſhip, z.-the.Natureof God, &c. 
Even.as in the caſe of. Margiage,.aatwirthſtanding the firſt 
Inſtitution, Gem. 2., God was pleaſed to. diſpenſe with, 
or;rather wiak at the Jewiſh Divorces ; yet atlaſt Chriſt 
recais-them ta the primitive Laſtitution, 3fe.'19. 8. * 

& 
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fer, becauſe of the hardneſs of your hearts ſuffered you to pur x 
may your wines, but fronFthe beginning 1t wa: n'4 (0, Sofor- 
merly.God. permigted and appointed a more carnal way 
of worſbip, becauſe of. theis childiſhneſs, bur now when 
they are grown to man'seſtate, and the, Church is com- 
ing to maturity, they mult put away thoſe childiſh things, 
and muſt think of a more manlike way.of worſhip; ..of 
a more rational and -ſpiritus way. than that they had 
uſed, remembring their former worſhip was- not ſuch as 
God defired, bur ſuch as they needed, 

IE. 4 Volumtate Dei, From the Will of God. This is 
the other Reaſon : For the Father ſceketh [uch to-wor{hip 
him. God requireth ſuch worſhip and worſhipp:rs. - The 
Foundation of this Reaſon is this : The rule at worſhip 
is not man's fancy, but God's.-Will :..Mens fancies and 
wills are infinitely various. and theretore thoſe that have 
gone that way, have been divided intoa thouſand yarie- 
ties ; they worſbip they know not what, a3 v. 22. Only God's' 
will is the ſtable Rule : Ngne knows the mindof God bur 
the Spirit of Gad : Now this is the worſkip God requires 
in Goſpel times... ; 

Arg. Second, From the end of worſhip. Look what 
the ends of worſhip are, fuch muſt che worſhip be : And 
that was the reaſon. why.the Jewiſh worſhip was ſo much 
Typical, becauſe the end of it was to repreſent Chriſt ; 
and that end being nowattained, and Chriſt exhibited, 
we muſt conſider what were.and.are the further ends of 
worſhip- Now the Ends are of. two. ſorts. 

1, In reference to God. 

2..In reference tomen.-. And both will fhew-us, -thar 
the worſbip muſt be ſpiritual. 

L In relation to God ; fo it is-double, 

1. Topleaſe God: This is Finis operis &.operantis _ | 
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{if a man be ſincere.) Pſa. 19. 1 4,Let thewords of my mouth, 
and the m:ditation of my htart; be acceptable in thy fight, Now 
it is only ſpiritual Worſhip that can pleaſe God : That 
man doth but little conſider the nature of God, thatthinks 
God is pleaſed with the howing of the knee to an Altar; 
no, it is the bending of the heart that God reſpe&Qs. It is 
not an Organin a Church, but the Organ of a gracious 
heart, and melody inthe heart that pleaſeth God. 

2. Toexalt God amongſt men, to render him glorious 
in the eyes of the World: Now how is that done'? Do 
you think that it makes God glorious, when men ſeck to 
honour him with bodily and external Seryices ? No, you 
cannot diſhonour God more, than by giving him ſuch a 
Worſhip as 'begets a carnal repreſeatation of God, &c. 
And when God would ſet himſelf forth in his Glory, he 
repreſents himſelf ip a ſpiritual manner, and he takes 
them off from all corporeal thoughts and fancies, God 5s 
s Spirit. To whom will ye liken-me? Tou ſaw no Shape. 
God iwelleth nit in Temples made with Hands. : 

IT, In referefice to men ; fo the ends of Worſhip are 
purely ſpiritual : Suchas theſe (for Ican-but name them) 
the elevation of the Soul to God, and its affimilation to 
him, the union of Man with his Creator, the ſupply of 
the Souls ſpiritual Neceſſities, and the conduRt of a Sin- 
ner to Glory ; and all theſe are ſpiritual Works, and to 
be done by ſpiritual Helps, and therefore Evangelical Wor- 
ſhip muſt be ſpiritual Worſhip. 

V/e 1. This may ſerve for Reprehenfion to two ſorts 
of men: | 

Such as offend againſt this DoQrine, - 1, In Principle, 
2, In Practice. 

1. In Principle : Such as plead for a carnal or ceremo- 
nial way of VYorſhip in Goſpel-times : I know very well 
that 
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that what I ſay may poſſibly diſpleaſe many:But I remem- 
ber that tremendous ſaying of the Apoſtle Pau!'s, Gal: r. 
10, If Tpleaſe men, I am not the Servant of Chrif. And if 
our Adverfaries in this Point, had been of this ſpirit and 
carriage, as calmly to aſſert their own Opinions, and can- 
didly to bear with ſuch-as modeſtly and peaceably dif- 
ſented from them, I had held my peace: And tor {uch as 
are of moderate Spirits and Principles, that can retain 
their own- Principles without the ruine of all that differ 
from them; I ſpeak not a word to them : But when a man 
ſhall look abroad,and obſerve the Speeches, V Vritings,and 
Cre of many men, and ſhall ſee ſuch a weight by 
divers laid upon thelc leſſer matters; when a man ſhall ſee 
a ſort of mea among us that contend with greater cager- 
neſs for a Croſs and a Surplice, than ever they did for 
the Faith that was once delivered to the Saints : V Vhen 
Miniſters and Chriſtians ſhall be judged and meaſured by 
this Standard, not by the brokenneſs of - their Hearts, 
nor the blameleſsneſs of their Lives, nor their abilities 
for Service, but by their approbation and obſervation of 
ſome ceremonial niceties; when men ſhall ſhew more zeal 
for the obſervation of an holiday inſtituted by the Church, 
than of the Lord's day; when more reſpett ſhall be ſhewed 
unto a material Temple of dead ſtones,than to the ſpiritual 
and living Templeot the holy Ghoſt;when ic ſhallbe more 
criminal for a Miniſter not to have a Girdle upon his out- 
ward garments,than not to have his Loins girt with truth; 
whena canonical garment ſhall be morerefp:Qed by many 
than a canonical life; and when more Religion is placed in 
having the fign of the Croſs upon our forchead, than the - 
power of the Croſs in our lives; I ſay, when things are 
thus; .if I ſhould be filent, the ftones would ſpeak : And 
therefore give me. leave to ſpeak; I hope T may fay as 
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\che Apoſtle, ' ſpest 0 miſe men, judge you whet I [7. 1 
. hope I am» nor 


peaking to that ſort of men that have neF- 
ther . patience to hear, nor wit to underſtand any thing 
that differs from their pre-conceived Opinions. 

In the firſt place I ſhall appeal ro the Text ; let that 


-Umpire the buſineſs : .God i 4 Spirit, and God will be 


worſhipped. I am not ignorant that it is frequeatly 


faid by Papiſts and others, that -this Text is impertt- 
-nently urged againſt Ceremonies-in-Chriftian Churches: 


And it is ſcon ſaid; but if you mark the reaſon they 
give for it, that is ſufficient -to confute what they ſay : 
For they alledge, that Chriſt's purpole is only to con- 
demn J«de'ca! worfhip, which was wholly void of in- 
ternal and ſpiritual worſhip; ſo a Papiſt. * And another, 
A late Proteſtant Interpreter, That we ere here tavght that 
th: Chriſtian Worſhip muſt d'ffer both from the Jewiſh and 
Samaritan, and that in it we are tayght to joyn the ſoul with 
external! performances : So that all their Evaſion is built 
upon this moſt falſe Suppoſition, that the Jers were not 
taught to joyn the ſoul and ſpiritual worſhip with exrer- 
nal and Ceremonial, contrary to 1 Sam. 15. Hath the 
Lord ary pleaſure in Sacrifice ? Behold, to obey is better than 
Sacrifice. And that, Micah 6. T mill have Mercy, and not 
Surifice. And what doth thy God require of thee, but to do 
juigm: nt, and ſhew mercy, and walk humbly with thy God? 
It iz therefore a molt groſs miſtake to fancy that the 
Jews were not taught to joyn the ſoul with their external 
performances. 

And therefore ſeeing in the Jewiſh worfbip there was a 
ConjunRion of Spiritual worſhip and Ceremonial, and 
the Chriſtian muſt differ from it in this particular, jr is 
clearly implic& that that ſhall be free:from ſuch ceremo« 
nial Inftitutions wherewith the other was _ 

and - 
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and fhall be managed with ſimplicity and fpirituality- 
To this Argument of the Text, give me leave to add 
four or five conliderable Inconveniences, which follow 
from the IntroduQtion, affeQation and wmpoſition of a 
Ceremonjal way of worſhip under the Goſpel. 

1. There is a ReduQtion of fuch things as have been caſt 
out of the Church for their unprofitablenels : I ſhall of- 
fer only, one place to your peruſal, Heb. 7. 18. For theres 
verily 'a diſanulling of the former Commundment goin? be- 
fore, (that is, of the Ceremonial Law,) for th: we :kneſs 
and wvprofitableneſs thereof ; i.e. without reſpect to Crit 
they were altogether uſeleſs, and the typical uſe being 
gone, therefore were they laid aſide, &c. And ſhall we go 
and fet up other things equally unprofitable? Shall we 
lay aſide God's Ordinances becauſe they were unprofita- 
ble, and ſet up mens Devices that are as unprotitable ? 
What I beſeech you / Is not an Altar in our Churches 
as unprofitable as that of /the Jews, and more too ? For 
theirs was uſeful for ſacrifice, ours for nothing, ualeſs to 
be an apple of contention, and a wall of partition 
amongſt Miniſters and Chriſtians. 

2. There is a great obſtruftion to edification and the 
ſalvation of ſouls : Beloved, that man underſtands little 
of the worth of a Soul that doth nor value the ſalvation 
of one Soul, before ten thouſand of thoſe unneceſſary Ce- 
remonies. Better all the Organs in the world broken, all 
material Temples levePd with the rom all ſacred 
Garments (as they are accounted) of Miniſters, caſt in- 
to a fire, than one ſoul loſt. ' Now this I am perſwaded 
moſt ingenuous men will agree with me in, that the loſs 
ef many a foul may be charged upon, or at leaſt was occa- 
Gened by theſe things : For if an able and powerful Mi- 
niſtry be the great means of = ſalvation of ſouls, and the 

removal 
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removal of ſuch be a taking away of the means of falvati- 
on ; and many. ſuch Miniſters (ſuch I fay in the judgment 
even of their Enemies) have been removed, becauſe their 
Conſciences could not comply with ſuch Impoſirions : 
Then I think the Concluſion is plain enough; that they 
have been the occaſion, if not the cauſe, of the ruine of 
many a precious ſoul: Ang I ſhould not ſpeak of this now, 
but that I ſee the ſame ſpirit at work again, and we have 
too many among vs that give us cauſe to think they had 
rather People ſhould have no Miniſters than no Ceremo- 
nies; and rathera ſortiſh, unlearned, dzbauched Miniſtry, 
than not a ceremonious and ſuperſtittous Miniſtry, Now L 
beleech you mark how much this differs from the Apoſto- 
lical Precept and Pratiſe, Rom. 15. 2. Let no man pleaſe 
himſelf, butlet every on? pleaſe bis neighbour for his good to 
edification, 2 Cor. 13, 10.— According to the power which 
the Lord hath given ms for elification not to deſtruTions 
What! had not the Apoſtles fuch power ? Much leſs 
have thoſe that are or pretend to betheir Succeſſors- They 
ſpeak of the power the Church hath tamake Canons, &c. 
Be. it {o, yet have they no power to deſtruftion. And 
although it be a truth that all things in the Church »s/{# 
be.done decently and 'in order, yet T am ſure the order of 
the Church muſt give place to edification, and we muſt 
not 4eperdere fubſtantiam propter accidentia. 

2. There isa diſturbance of the Peace of the Church : T 
know ſuch Men uſe to condemn thoſe that cannot com- 
ply with their Ceremonies, as Diſturbers of the Peace : 
But as we. fay to the Romaniſts, they charge us with 
Schiſm, but are themſelves guilty, by impoſing ſach 
heavy and unneceſſary Burdeas as forced'us todepart, and 
by not allowing of us to continue. witch them, unleſs we 
yacld and concur with them inall things; even fo do our 

| Adverſaries 
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Adverſaries with us, firſt impoſe theſe unneceſſary Bur» 
dens, which they kaow many thouſands cannot bear, and 
then blame them from withdrawing theic Shoulders 
from them, It was prudently adviſed to K. James, "that 
he ſhould do with Ceremonies as Polli9did with his Cup- 
board of curious Glaſſes, which he broke, leſt his Ser- 
vants breaking them, it ſhould occaſion much contention 
and trouble : So ſurely Men” that prize the Churches 
Peace as they ought, ſhould rather break thoſe in pieces, 
than lay a foundation for ſuchbitter and innumerableCon- 
teſts, as will certaialy follow, to the grief of good Men, 
and- the rejoycing of our Enemies. The Peace of the 
Church ſhould be highly prized. How earneſtly and fre- 
quently doth the Apoſtle conjure us to this : F://o » peace 
with a/l men. Seek peace and enſue it. God hath call:d tis to 
peace. And foralmuch as it is confeſſed that theſe Cere- 
monies are-indifferent in themſelves, and no further ne- 
cefſary than as the Church impoſeth them; I ſubmit 
this Query to all ingenuous and judicious Men, Whether 
it were not more prudent ' and pious for the Church to 
lay ſuch- Ceremonies aſide, which will be a wall of parti- 
tion between us and other Churches, anda ſtone of ſtum- 
bling, agd occaſion of 'quarrel among our (elves, than 
contiaue them\upen ſuch dangerous and uncomfortable 
terms? In things indifferent the Apoſtle exceedingly 
preſſetha yielding to weak brethren, not offending,  grie* 
ving one of thoſe for whom Chriſt died : So Chriſt, not 
to-offend one of [theſe little ones, &c. Now it is cx2in 
many thouſands. 'of fincere Chriſtians are grieved and 
ſtumbled-ax, theſe things. - And fay it is their weakneſs ; 
Tow then that are ſtrong ought to bear the infirm*tics of the 
weak, and not to pleaſe your ſelves, Rom. 15. 1. Anditis 
ſtrange to {te that this is made an Argument for Ceremo» 
| D'2 nies, 
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njes, becauſe elſe we ſhall offead the Papiits (a- fort of 
obſtinate and hardned enemies, who will be offended, 
whatever you do, who are the more hardned by our com- 
liance with them 1a worſhip, but no way pleaſed, un- 
{s you receive their DoQrines too) and thar they make- 
this no Argument againſt them, becauſe they will of- 
fend ſo many Proteſtant Ehurches and Brethren. 

4- DiſtraQtion in-ſpiritual worſhip, which ought to bs 

done without: diſtraction : The more Inveaglements 

here are to ſenſe, the more diſadvantage to the Spirit. 
To inſtance in one thing, Fappeal to theexperience of any 
ingenuous perſon, whether curiofity of voice,” or muſical 
ſounds in Churches, doth-not*tickle the fancy with a'car- 
nal delight, and engage a man's ear and moſt diligent 
attention unto thoſe ſenſible motions and audible ſounds, 
and therefore muſt neceſſarily in great meafure recal hin, 
from ſpiritual communion with God ; ſeeing the-mind of 
man cannot attend to two things at-once with all its 
might ; and when we ſerve God, we muſt do it-wirh all 
our might. And hence it is that the Ancients have fome 
of them given this rule, that even vocal finging ſhould 
not be too curious, but /egent#s ſimilior quam canenti : And 
Paul himſelf gives it a wipe, Eph: 5. 19. Speaking to your 
ſelves in Pſalms, aud Hymns, and (piritudl Soigs, making 
awelo/y in your hearts to the Cord. 

5. Aﬀcttationof carnal and ceremonial worſhip begets 
oft-times an ——_—_— ſpiritpal worſhippers. Look 
abroad in the Old Teftament, and fo in the New, &#. 
you will find none were more bitter Adverſaries- to the 
Prophers,. ro Chriſt, to the Apoſtles, than thoſe that 
were the greateſt Zealors for-ceremonial Inſtitutions and 
thcir own Inventions in God's worſhip: They were de- 
vout women thatraifed perſeentionagainſt Pas/,AQs i q 
48... 
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43. Miſtake not; I do not ſay that all that ufe ceremonres 
are ſuch : No, I know ſome ſuch tlhat-are iv«-4xc9 that 
are better born, and better bred Chriſtians, that ſhew 
more ingenuity. and piety, and that fincerely love all: 
humble cloſe-walking Chriſtians , however diſſenting 
from them in thoſe matters : yet I with I could not fay, 
there are a great many that have ſo furious a zeal for theſe 
leſſer matters of the Law, that where a man differs from” 
them therein, no merit can expiate his Crime, no Parts, 
no Learning, no Piety, no Induſtry can reconcile them to- 
that Miai(ter that difſents from them. 

2. It reproves thoſe who pratt cally offend againſt this 
Dodtriae ; _ they own the Principle, that G4 is z 
Spirit, and muſt havea pare yet worſhip'him 
carnally ; in words thzy own-God's ſpirituality, but in 
deed.deny.it. - God not only regards your worſhip. but 
the manner of it, Deus khBusrwdverlia, A good man is 
ſpiritual in his carnal work,&c. And it is a very bad fign 
x9 be carnal in ſpiritual work, a ſign the heart is carnal, 
and mucl carnal too :- And:you know, the carnal! mind 
is enmity againſt God, Rom. 8. 7. 

Queſt. Bas h:w- ſhall 1 know that 1 am guilty in this 
Point ? © 

Anſw. You may know it by theſe CharaQers. 

1. Thea you are carnal, .when your -heait concurs not 
with your body, your ſpirit works not, when v4in thcughts 
lidge within you, when you draw nigh to God with your lips, 
and your hearts are far from God. | 

2. When a mans heart is not-warm-in the worſhip of 
God. A mans mind and heart may be upon it, yet-with 
{o much coldne{6and indiff-rency, as if- he did it not. Ma- 
ny pray as if they: prayed nor, and hear as if they heard 
not : You muſt be fervent in Spirit, 

3- When 
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'3. When a Man can reſt ia the work done : This is 
"the caſe of moſt, if they come to a Church, eſpecially if 
they have ſo far ſupererogated, as to hear two Sermons, 
receive a Sacrament, run over a Prayer, they have done 
enough, their Cbnſcience reſts, and heart is quiet, &c, 
But a ſpiritual man looks further, he reſts not unleſs 
he hath done it with all his might, and met with God 
in it. 

4. When a Man is drawn to ſpiritual Worſhip upoa 
carnal grounds, applauſe of Men, quieting of Conſci- 
ence, pleaſing of Frieads, Parents, Maſter, &c. A ſpi- 
ritual Man doth it ia obedience to God's Commands, 
delire of God's Preſence and Grace, and Honour. 

5. Whena Man affeQs that which is carnal, and diſre- 
liſheth what is ſpiritual in worſhip : When a Man comes 
to a Sermon, What- is moſt pleaſing to you, what do 
you like beſt, and hear with greateſt attention ? Is it ſome 
florid and eloquent Expreſſion, ſome high and unuſual 
Notion, ſome hiſtorical paſſage, ſome acute ſentence, &c, 
Or is it a ſpiritual diſcourſe, a (in-diſcovering and ſoul-at- 
tetting and heart-breaking paſſage ? What Prayer is it 
that your hearts do molt favour ? &c. 

Vſe 2. And laſt Exhortation. Let the conſideration 
of this, keep you from the affeQation of a carnal and 
ceremcnial way of worſhip, and oblige you to worſhip 
God in ſpirit and truth : Let ſpiritual worſhip be your 
chict care. 7 

Mot. 1. This is the moſt exccllent worſhip, it is the 
worſhipof Angels, of Heaven, moſt ſutable ro the moſt 
exccllent Being, | 

2. It is rhe moſt Evangelical worſhip, ſo the Text ; 
God'pcrte&s his worſhip by degrees. Under the Law 
there were many Ceremonies,{on.e ſubſtance,ſome things 
ſpiritual, 
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ſpiritual. Under the Goſpel molt ſpiritual, only ſome - 
very few external obſervances. In Heaven, all ſpiritual; 
ſimplicity and ſpirituality and plainnels, are the chara- 
Qers of the Goſpel. 

3. It is the moſt acceptable worſhip to God : Even in 
the time of Ceremonies, God ſpeaks ſlightingly of them, 
Hith Grd any pleaſure in Sacrifice ? S:crifice ani Off-ring 
thc w ulde# not. But ſpiritual worſhipas he preterred 
in thoſe times, ſo now it is ſpiritual worſhip only upon 
the. matter which he requires. | 

4- Ic is the moſt proper worſhip of a gracious perſon. 
Alas! a carnal ceremonial way of worſhip is eafily prafti- 
cal by any perſon ; the labour of the lip, the bowing of 
the knee, the tuning of the voice, the wearing of ſuch and 
fuch Garments, theſe any: are capable of : Nay, oft- 
times the. worſt of men are the greateſt Zealots in theſe 
things ; yea,Chriſt makes itthe CharaQerof aa hypocrite, 
to be violent in rheſe things : : When the Phariſces urged 
that none ſhould cat meat with unwaſhen hands, as a 
Type of that 1award ers &c. as a hipnificant Cere- 
mony which they had deviſed, .and impoſed upon others, 
and fell foul upon Chriſt and his Diſciples for negle&ing 
it ; ſee what be faith, Mark 7.6, 79. Will hath Eſaias 
propheſied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people ho« 
noureth me with th:ir lips, but their heart; are far from me: 
Howbeit in vain ao they worſhip me, teaching for Do- 
&rines the Commandments of men. But now ſpiritual wor» 
ſhip, none can give, bur a ſpiritual man, one .that hath 
the Spirit. 

5. Spiritual: worſhip is the moſt oppoſite to the Devil, 
and mens corrupt hearts, which are confedera:e with 
him. The Devil patiently ſuffers a carnal Worſhip, &c. 
He. knows. Miſſa non. moxrdet : The Devil never hin- 
dred 
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dred,. but furthered the ſuperſtitious Phariſces, and Pas, 


pifts 5: bur ſpiritual worſhip he oppoſeth : He cannot eti- 


dure ſpiritual Praying, Preaching: If there be any Mini-' 
ſters that Pray and Preach, and tranſa&t rhe worſhip of 


-God more ſpiritually than others, thefe are the men that 


the Devil owes a ſpite, and he will endeavour to put theſe 
Gut of ſeryice, and qut of the Miniſtry, here he engages 
all his-intereſt ; the Superſtitious and Prophane, both. 
like Sampſon's Foxes, tied together *by the Tails , muſt 
burn theſe up, 

6. Laſtly, (To conclude'all) Spiritual worſhip is the 
{afeſt worſhip. Acarnal ceremonial way under the Goſpe!, 
is at beſt a doubtful and uncertain way, there are'many 


_ dangersinit, danger of abridging Chriſtian hberty, and 
bringing our ſelves under a'yoke of bondage, danger of 


ſuperſtition and. will-worſhip /which however men may 
deviſe to pleaſe God, . yet nothing diſpleaſeth him more, 
as you heard juſt now that dreadful place, I» wa'z do they 


worſhip me, teach rg for dottrins the Commanaments of men) 


God will not bear lictle errours in his pda Levit. 10. 
dangerous tothe ſoulsof men, tothe peace of the Church, 
as you have'heard : Buta ſpiritual way of IP 1s, UN» 
doubtedly ſafe, 'you may offer it boldly. to God by Chrift. 
Every ore agree in this : Both Jews and Gearites, both 
Chriſtians and Heatbens. do unanimnoully agree in che 
lawfulneſs and acceptableneſs of Spititval Worſhip. * * 
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